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Fontana Unified Middle School Students Display Tech
Skills During Digital Showcase

FONTANA, CA - Southridge Middle School sixth-grader Taralyn Pew displayed a model of the earth’s
core she designed with the help of Microsoft Paint 3D, marveling at how quickly it took to transform her
idea into reality on a computer. Invigorated by the access to education software, Pew is reconsidering a
career in engineering.

“When | was younger | thought about engineering, but | lost interest because it didn’t appeal to me,”
Pew said. “But with Paint 3D, it is much easier to design projects and study on my own. So now | am
interested in engineering again.”

Pew was among more than 100 students who demonstrated their programming skills at Southridge’s
Digital Footprints Showcase on Nov. 28, using applications like PowerPoint, Discovery Education and

Flipgrid to enhance their knowledge of robotics, 3-D printing, space exploration, art, multimedia and

gaming.

Southridge was named a Microsoft Showcase school in August, one of only 40 schools in the United
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Innovation Educators (MIE), allowing them to share their ideas for using technology effectively with
their peers while providing Microsoft with insight on new education products and tools.

O’Neil described a recent classroom lesson on civil rights pioneer Jackie Robinson. Students were able to
access video clips of Robinson, download literature that expanded on his legacy, then write essays that
were shared with the whole class, with students encouraged to peer edit the essays. As a result, O’Neil
said, students received a more comprehensive overview of Robinson’s life than they would have
received from a standard textbook.

“This is so exciting to see. Our students are accessing 21st century technology in ways they never have
before,” O’Neil said. “You see it happening all across the campus. The students are very comfortable
navigating through the applications. Quite often, they are teaching us.”

In 2018-19, Southridge achieved a 1:1 student-to-device ratio in all English language arts (ELA), social
studies and math classes. Sixth-grade students are enrolled in an introductory Microsoft computer
elective where they learn Office 365 programs such as Sway, PowerPoint, Word and Teams. Seventh-
and eighth-grade students are taking advanced classes that build on these skills, incorporating creativity
and problem-solving as they learn advanced computer concepts.

“Fontana Unified recognizes that the careers of tomorrow will be technology-based, and we are
committed to providing students with the support and resources to develop their skills, compete for
these jobs and be on the cutting edge of innovation,” FUSD Superintendent Randal S. Bassett said.
“Southridge Middle School is providing a model for what the future will hold for Fontana Unified:
modern technology at the student’s fingertips.”
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