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FONTANA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
www.fusd.net 

 
BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING AGENDA 

 
 
DATE: March 21, 2011 
TIME: 6:00 p.m. (Open Sessi on) 
PLACE: John D. Piazza Educati o n Center 
 9680 Citrus Avenue, Font ana, Californi a  92335 
 
 
NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC:  Persons wi shi n g to speak to the Board of Educat i o n regardi n g 
any item on the agend a or duri n g the o pport u n i t y for publi c commen t are reques t e d 
to fi ll out a card to addre ss the Board, which are av ai l ab l e on the tabl e s in the foyer, 
and adhere to the inst ruc t i o n s therei n. 
 
Indi v i duals who requi re di sabi li t y-relat ed accommodat i ons or modi fi cat i ons, includi n g 
auxi li ary ai ds and serv i ces, in order to part i ci p at e in the Board meet i n g should cont act 
the Superi n t e n d e n t or desi gn e e in wri t i n g at  least two days before the meet i n g dat e. 
(Board Bylaw 9320) 

 
 
I CALL TO ORDER  
 
 
 
II ADOPT AGENDA 
 

Motio n made by ____ seco n d e d by ____ vote ____ 
 
 
 
 
III PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
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IV OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
At this tim e, memb e rs of the pub l i c may addre ss the Board on item s not on the age n da. 
When called for comment, please st at e your  name at the podi um and li mi t your 
remarks to the allot t e d ti me. In accordance wi t h Board Bylaw 9323, the Board shall li mi t 
the tot al tim e for each sub je ct to 20 minut e s. With Board con se n t, the Pre si de n t may 
incre a s e or decre a s e the ti me allow e d for publi c prese n t a t i o n, depend i n g on the topi c 
and the numbe r of person s wi shi n g to be heard. The Presi de n t may take a poll of 
speakers for or agai nst a part i cula r issue and may ask that addi t i on a l persons speak 
onl y if they hav e som e t h i n g new to add. 
 
Speaker s are caut i o n e d that under Californi a law no person is immune from li abi l i t y for 
maki ng int ent i o n a l l y false or defama t o r y commen t s regard i n g any person si mply 
becau s e those comme n t s are made at a publi c meeti n g. 
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2. Parcel Tax Resolut i on  (Ref. A) 

 
This ite m is for the Board to con si de r act i o n to ado p t 
Resolut i on No. 11-53 orderi ng a speci al elect i on for 
the purp o se of subm i t t i n g to qual i fi e d elect o rs of the 
Distri ct the quest i o n of lev yi n g a qual i fi e d speci al tax 
upon each parcel in the Distri ct for educat i o nal 
purpo s e s and estab l i sh i n g the speci fi ca t i o n of the 
elect i o n order as submi t t e d in Refere n c e A of the 
agenda. 
 
Motio n made by ___ seco n d e d by ___ vote ___ 

DISCUSSION 
and / or 
ACTION 

 
 
 
VII ADJOURNMENT 
 

Motio n made by ____ seco n d e d by ____ vote ____ 
 
 
 

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 6, 2011 

 



Ref. A 

FONTANA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Fontana, California 

 
ITEM TITLE:  Public Hearing and Action on BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING:  03/21/11 
Parcel Tax Resolution Discussion / Action Session 
 
 
BACKGROUND:  
The Fontana Unified School District is committed  to offering its students a challenging and 
quality education, versed in the arts and academics, with emphasis in math, science and 
English proficiency.  Securing an exceptional program requires adequate funding. The District 
is faced with the most severe financial emergency of the post-Proposition 13 era. The District 
has had to cut, re-allocate and/or delay over $50 million in educational programs or services 
because of the financial emergency. Future cuts appear likely.  If the District does not get 
additional funding, then the alternative is to further cut the District’s budget to meet the 
budgetary demands. This will mean fewer staff,  larger classes, and fewer programs for our 
students, less maintenance, and general deterioration of District property. The State of 
California has failed to provide adequate funding and has deferred funding. A temporary 
solution to stem the crisis and return the District to 2004/05 status of providing smaller class sizes 
and exceptional programs is through Section 4 of Article XIIIC of the California Constitution 
and Sections 50075 and 50079 of the California Government Code. The provisions authorizes a 
school district, upon approval of two-thirds of the electorate voting on the measure, to levy a 
special tax for specified purposes following notice and a public hearing. 

As a special tax the funding mechanism, the revenue received can only be used for the 
purpose stated in the resolution ordering the election. Low income seniors can be made 
exempt from the parcel tax, but would have to apply for the exemption. The tax would be a 
Temporary Emergency Educational Tax that is collected by the San Bernardino County Tax 
Collector. 

At its meeting on March 16, 2011, the FUSD Board of Education voted to hold a special 
meeting for a public hearing and consideration of adopting the resolution ordering a special 
election. 
 
FISCAL IMPLICATION: 
Potentially may fill a gap in funding for educational purposes. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
This item is for the Board to hold a public hearing and consider action to adopt Resolution No. 
11-53 ordering a special election for the purpos e of submitting to qualified electors of the 
District the question of levying a qualified spec ial tax upon each parcel in the District for 
educational purposes and establishing th e specification of the election order. 
 
 
CLOB/cs 
 
Attachment 



 

RESOLUTION NO. 11-53 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
FONTANA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 
RESOLUTION ORDERING A SPECIAL ELECTION TO BE HELD FOR THE PURPOSE OF SUBMITTING TO 

THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE DISTRICT THE QUESTION OF LEVYING A QUALIFIED SPECIAL TAX 
UPON EACH PARCEL IN THE DISTRICT FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES AND ESTABLISHING THE 

SPECIFICATIONS OF THE ELECTION ORDER 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees (the “Board”) of the Fontana Unified School District (the 

“District”) has determined that the present revenues of the District are inadequate to fund the 
cost of education within said District, and 

 
WHEREAS, Section 4 of Article XIIIA of the Ca lifornia Constitution and California 

Government Code Sections 50079 et seq. and 50075 et seq. (the “Law”) authorize a school 
district, upon approval by two-thirds (2/3) of the electorate voting on the measure, to levy a 
qualified special tax for specified purposes following notice and a public hearing; and 

 
WHEREAS, on March 21, 2011, the Board held a pu blic hearing, which was duly noticed 

and whereby all interested persons were heard on  the matter of holding an election in the 
District on the matter of levying a qualified sp ecial tax on each parcel in the District; and 

 
WHEREAS, under the California Elections Code, including specifically Section 4108 

thereof, the District is authorized to call an el ection to be conducted pursuant to all mailed 
ballots on the established mailed ballot election dates described in Section 1500 of the 
California Elections Code, or on any other date other than the established election dates 
described in Elections Code Section 1000; and 

 
WHEREAS, in addition, pursuant to California Elections Code Section 10406, the District is 

authorized to call for a parcel tax election to be consolidated with a special statewide 
election if the District calls such election with in four days from the date of issuance of the 
Governor’s proclamation or the effective date of a statute calling for the statewide special 
election; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board desires to call an election in the District for the purpose of 

submitting to the voters in the District the matter of levying a qualified special tax on each 
parcel in the District for educational purposes  and to designate the specifications thereof, 
pursuant to Education Code Section 5320 et seq.;  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE FONTANA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

DOES HEREBY RESOLVE, ORDER AND DETERMINE AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1.  Call for Election .  The Board hereby orders an election and submits to the 

electors of the District the question of whethe r a qualified special tax shall be levied and 
collected in the District for the purposes as set forth more fully in the ballot proposition 
approved herein. This Resolution constitutes the order of the District to call such election and 
shall constitute the “specifications of the election order” pursuant to Education Code Section 
5322. 
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Section 2.  Election Date .  The date of the election shal l be June 21, 2011 and shall be 
conducted pursuant to all-mailed ballots, all as provided for in Elections Code Section 4108; 
subject, however, to change as described in Section 17 hereof
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Section 7.   Accountability Requirements.   The members of the Board, the 
Superintendent and officers of the District are hereby requested and directed, individually and 
collectively, to comply with the accountability measures pursuant to Government Code 
Section 50075.1 that include, but are not limited, to the following:  (a)  a statement indicating 
the specific purposes of the special tax, (b)  a requirement that the proceeds of the special 
tax be applied only to the specific purposes id entified in the ballot measure, (c) the creation 
of an account into which the proceeds of the special tax shall be deposited, and (d) an 
annual report pursuant to Government Code Sect ion 50075.3 as provided in Section 7 hereof.  
Such accountability measures shall be set forth on the ballot in the form of Exhibit A attached 
hereto and incorporated herein by reference. 

 
Section 8.  Annual Report.   Pursuant to Government Code Section 50075.3, the Board 

directs the chief fiscal officer of the District to file a report with the Board each year containing 
(a) the amount of special tax funds collected an d expended and (b) the status of any project 
required or authorized to be funded from the proceeds of the special taxes as identified in 
Section 7(a) hereof. 

 
Section 9.  Delivery of this Resolution .  The Clerk of the Board is hereby directed to send 

a copy of this Resolution to the San Bernardino County Superintendent of Schools, the San 
Bernardino County Registrar of Voters (the “County Registrar”) and the San Bernardino County 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors. 

  
Section 10.   Consolidation of Election .  The County Registrar and the San Bernardino 

County Board of Supervisors are hereby requested to consolidate the election ordered hereby 
with any and all other elections to be held in th e District date set forth in Section 2 hereof.   

 
Section 11.  Ballot Arguments; Delegation of Authority .  Any and all members of this 

Board are hereby authorized to act as an author of any ballot argument prepared in 
connection with the election, including a rebutta l argument.  The Superintendent, President of 
the Board, or their designees, are hereby au thorized to execute any document and to 
perform all acts necessary to place the measure on the ballot. 

 
Section 12.  Notice of Election.  That the San Bernardino County Registrar of Voters is 

hereby requested to prepare a formal Notice of Election in time, form and manner as required 
by law.  The suggested form of noti ce of the election is as follows: 

 
FONTANA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT  

ELECTION NOTICE 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to the qualified electors of 
the Fontana Unified School District (the "District") of San 
Bernardino County, that in accordance with law, a special 
election will be held on Tuesday, the 21 st day of June, 2011 
in the District, at which election there will be submitted the 
question of levying $96.00 per pa rcel annually for four years, 
exempting seniors, with citizens’ oversight and no money for 
administrators’ salaries, for the purpose of raising money to 
pay educational costs. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 11-53 ADOPTED, SIGNED AND APPROVED this 21st day of March, 2011. 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 
FONTANA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 
 
By:   

 President 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
   
 Secretary of the Board of Trustees 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
 ) 
COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO ) 
 
 
 
 
I, __________ Secretary/Clerk of the Board of Trust ees of the Fontana Unified School District, do 
hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly adopted by the Board of Trustees of said 
District at a regular meeting thereof held on th e 21st day of March, 2011, and that it was so 
adopted by the following vote: 

 
Ayes:   
 
Noes:   
 
Absent:  
 
Abstain:  
 

By:  _______ 
Secretary of the Board of 

Trustees of the 
Fontana Unified School District 
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•  Protect the taxpayers’ investment in education and ensure District 
accountability by providing for oversight and independent financial 
audits of revenues and expenditures. 

 
The Board of Trustees will utilize parcel  tax proceeds for the purposes listed 

above, unless the Board of Trustees determines in any given year that changes in 
student population, fiscal constraints, or other changes in state or federal funding make 
doing so infeasible or inadvisable. In any event, the Board of Trustees will not fund any 
program or reduction other than those list ed above from the proceeds of the special 
parcel taxes. 
 
 
SPECIAL TAX AND PROCEDURES 
 

Special Tax Generally.   Subject to two-thirds approval of the voters, the special 
tax of $96.00 per parcel shall be levied and collected for a period of four (4) years, 
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ACCOUNTABILITY MEASURES 
 

Legally Required Accountability Measures.   In accordance with the requirements 
of California Government Code sections 50075.1 and 50075.3, the following 
accountability measures, among others, shall apply to the special parcel taxes levied in 
accordance with this Measure: (a) the specif ic purposes of the special parcel tax shall 
be only those purposes identified above; (b) the proceeds of the special parcel tax 
shall be applied only to those specific purposes identified above; (c) a separate, 
special account shall be created into whic h the proceeds of the special parcel taxes 
must be deposited; and (d) an annual written report shall be made by the District’s 
chief fiscal officer to the Board of Trustees of  the District showing (i) the amount of funds 
collected and expended from the proceeds of  the special taxes and (ii) the status of 
any projects, programs, or pu rposes required or authorized to be funded from the 
proceeds of the special taxes, as identified above. 
 

Additional Accountability Measures.   In addition to the accountability measures 
required by State law, an independent Community Oversight Committee shall be 
appointed by the Board of Trustees to provide fiscal oversight in order to ensure that 
said funds are spent for the purposes approved by the voters and to communicate with 
the public regarding the expenditure of  said funds. The Community Oversight 
Committee will review the expenditures of thes e funds by the District and will report on 
an annual basis to the Board and to the community on how these funds have been 
spent. 
 
PROTECTION OF FUNDING 
 

Current law forbids any decrease in State or Federal funding to the District 
because of the District’s adoption of a parcel tax. However, if any such funds are 
reduced because of the adoption of this pa rcel tax, then the amount of the special 
parcel taxes will be reduced annually as necessary in order to restore such State or 
Federal funding. 

 
SEVERABILITY 

 
The Board of Trustees of the District he reby declares, and the voters by approving 

this measure concur, that every section, paragraph, sentence and clause of this 
measure has independent value, and the Board of Trustees and the voters would have 
adopted each provision hereof regardless of every other provision hereof.  Upon 
approval of this measure by the voters, should any part be found by a court of 
competent jurisdiction to be invalid for any reason, all remaining parts hereof shall 
remain in full force and effect to the fullest extent allowed by law. 
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EXHIBIT B 
 

BALLOT MEASURE 
ABBREVIATED FORM* 

 
 

To maintain and improve academic programs including reading, writing, 
science and math; improve student access to computer labs and 
technology; retain highly qualified te achers; help keep school libraries 
open and minimize future classroom overcrowding; shall Fontana Unified 
School District levy $96.00 per parcel annually for four years (see voter 
pamphlet) with senior exemptions, no money for administrators’ salaries, 
independent community oversight, and all funds used for neighborhood 
schools and not taken by the State?  

 
 
 

*Limited to 75 words pursuant to Section 13247 of the California Elections Code. 
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